
Hope you’re all enjoying the late, light Summer evenings and warmer weather 
that June and July brings.  Although I have to say it’s nice when it does rain as it 
saves all the watering of pots!

Hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter.  

If you have any items for the Newsletter please send them to the address 
below.  Thank you to everyone for your contributions.
cpb.newsletter@gmail.com

Dates for the Diary

9th/10th July - Yard Sale at 1 Wood Street
13th July - Bushton Book Club
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9th/10th July – Yard Sale at 1 Wood Street

13th July – Bushton Book Club

In June, book club members were able to enjoy a discussion in a warm and sunlit garden 
on "Hamnet" by Maggie O'Farrell.
We agreed that it was skilfully written and very atmospheric and although centred on the 
death of William Shakespeare's son Hamnet from plague, Shakespeare himself did not 
figure in the story much and was never named. The family's background in Stratford was 
described, and mostly we learnt about his wife, here named Agnes, a very unusual 
woman.
As seems common in contemporary novels, the parts of it switched between different 
times in the story, which sometimes made for challenging reading. On the whole, we felt 
that the book's accolades were well-earned, and some of us look forward to trying 
O'Farrell's new novel, "The Marriage Portrait".



Bushton Book Club (continued)

With possibly something of a sea-change, our next book is "Lilibet", by A. N. Wilson. This 
is a fictionalised retelling of the early life of Queen Elizabeth II, written and published 
especially for her Platinum Jubilee year, to be discussed on Wednesday 13th July.

Following this, on 9th August, we look at "Ordinary People" by Diana Evans.

If you would like to join us, even for just one meeting because you have enjoyed the book, 
please get in touch: Sally Fox - sally_fox@btinternet.com or 01249 891442.
Happy Reading!

Nature Notes

There are quite a few deer in the fields around us and the other evening just as it was
getting dark, I saw a muntjac quite close by. Actually, as there are at least seven
different types of muntjac:

I really should call it a Reeves’s muntjac. John Reeves was an interesting fellow. He was
born in 1774, but sadly lost both parents when he was very young. Nevertheless he
was employed by the British East India Company and worked in china for many years
where the muntjac named after him comes from. He studied more plants than
animals and introduced the wonderful Wisteria to the west.

You have probably seen his muntjac around here yourselves. It is a small deer about
the size of a large dog and has a curious slightly humped back. The males have short
horns and canine teeth which stick out like little tusks. They are nocturnal animals so
you are most likely to see them in the twilight although I have seen them in the
middle of the day. I say ‘them’, but unlike our native deer they don’t congregate in
herds, but lead a generally solitary existence.

It is commonly believed that our wild muntjac originated from Woburn Estate where
they formed part of the Duke of Bedford’s prototype safari park in the early 20th
century. However, relatively few animals escaped from Woburn and it is more likely
that the present population arose from a larger breakout from Whipsnade Zoo.

Wherever they came from they are now to be found as far north as Derbyshire and
the population is expanding all the time. Part of the reason for their rapid expansion is
because as they originate from the tropics they do not follow a seasonal reproductive
pattern (in the tropics food is plentiful all year round) and the does are ready to mate
again soon after the fawns are born.

They have no natural predators in this country and so it would take an annual cull
approaching thirty percent just to maintain a steady population. Muntjac do not do
much harm to arable crops, but they are generalist feeders and can completely
remove the understory from small woodlands. Unfortunately this includes eating all
the primroses, for example, which other deer avoid. Not all aliens are a problem, but
muntjac certainly are.



Village History

The first attempt to provide education for poor children of the parish was made by 
Thomas Spackman, a wealthy carpenter who had made his fortune in London after 
leaving his home in Clyffe Pypard.

In his will 1782, he endowed a free 
school which was to be held in a 
house he had provided at Thornhill.

This proved so successful that in 
1854 it was decided that Clyffe 
Pypard village needed its own 
school. This was built on a parcel of 
land given by the Rev. George Ash 
Goddard.

There were 67 pupils attending in 
1859.  By the Second World War 
there were 51 pupils but in 1968 this 
had reduced to 40 and finally the 
school closed in 1978 with just 24 
pupils.

The then picture has been attributed to 1870, 1913 and 1914.  If anybody can 
confirm which is correct, please let me know.

Here is the 
school 
photograph 
on that last 
day in July 
1978.  Some 
of these 
pupils still live 
in the parish, 
but do you 
recognise any 
of them?

Ian Fraser ian.h.fraser@btinternet.com

Village Hall News

Firstly, thank you to everyone who came to the Jubilee Picnic – all 73 of you plus some 
lovely children who so enjoyed the freedom of playing in a vehicle free Village Hall Car 
Park ! They were a credit to their parents and grandparents!

The hall was transformed in to a picture of red, white and blue thanks to those who 
came on the Saturday morning to decorate.  At the end of all the chatting, eating and 
drinking we toasted The Queen and sang the National Anthem –the latter had been 
cleverly recorded on someone’s phone!



Village Hall News cont’d

Clyffe Pypard and Bushton have this wonderful asset of a lovely Village Hall – we are 
so fortunate that over 30 years ago residents had the foresight to raise sufficient funds 
to build it. We would welcome some more 'regular' bookings maybe an Art or Exercise 
Class, Youth Activity or Social/ Games Group.

Here are some dates for your diaries:

23rd September – Quiz lead by Mike Morison – details in next Newsletter
8th October – a Table Top Sale is being planned – local residents having 

first choice of booking ! Details nearer the time
26th November  – Sarah McQuaid in Concert – Sarah is a Folk Singer and you 

can find out all about her on her website – just Google her 
name !! To have a full hall for this event would be great. 

Entrance will be by ticket only.

101 Club: draw winners for May and June – thank you to all our contributors.

1st 2nd 3rd

May Allison Bucknell Sharon Wallis Ali Dalton

June David Gagen Roger Woodward Ayhan Dawood

September Produce Show

The Bushton & Clyffe Pypard WI will be holding their Produce Show

on Saturday 3rd September 2022 at 3pm

in the Village Hall, Bushton

All the usual classes will be there for you to take part in and more details will be 
available next month. In the meantime:

Class A

• 6 Eggs
• Soft Fruit Jam
• Marmalade, any variety
• Ketchup

• Stone fruit jam
• Other fruit or 

mixed fruit jelly
• Chutney, any 

variety

Class B
• 5 Bread Rolls, please specific if a bread maker has been used
• Savoury Loaf
• Chocolate Sponge Cake
• 5 Fruit Scones
• A plate of savoury biscuits
• (Men Only) a Lemon Drizzle Cake



September Produce Show cont’d

Class J  Painting or drawing in any medium

• A Landscape with trees
• Collage using any materials
• Item of Calligraphy – an advertising slogan

If you are interested in taking part, please email me with your details so that I can email or 
deliver a schedule with all the details of the classes etc. Don’t forget there will be the 
usual veg and fruit classes.

Contact Jill Maris  jillmaris14@gmail.com for more information

Youth Challenge

The Rotary Club of Royal Wootton Bassett and District is holding a YOUTH CHALLENGE 
event on Sunday September 25th 2022.

We are looking for teams of 6 young people aged 11-14 to enter. We have a number of 
organisations already signed up, however there is an opportunity this year for a village (or 
villages) to enter a team.

There is a guaranteed £50 donation to every organisation which enters, and this could be 
a team raising money for charity.

If any young people in that age bracket are interested, please let me know by July 14th. 
You will need to bring a responsible adult with you on the day.

This is a great, fun day out with challenges of all different types over the day.
To find out more, email youthchallenge@rwbrotary.club or ring 01793 854421/07976 
891377

I look forward to hearing from you.
Allison Bucknell



Marlborough Open Studies

Dear All,

I will be, once again, taking part in Marlborough Open Studios this 
year www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk
My Studio will be open for the first two weekends of July from 1100-1700 - everyone 
is very welcome. I will be showing a mix of paintings, prints and greetings 
cards. There are many fantastic artists taking part across the area, so do please visit 
the website and look out for brochures and signage going up over the next few 
weeks.

Look forward to seeing you
Simone
The Studio, Merrythatch, Bushton
simone@simonedawood.com

Notices & Ads

FREE TOYS!
We have a collection of 

second hand children’s toys to 
give away.  Good condition, 

suitable for 3years+

• Construction
• Space Playmobile set

• Cuddly Toys
• Crafts & Puzzles

If you’d like to come and view 
please give me a call:

Anthony: 07815 980670


