
Item 9 b, c & d 

Context:  (To be attached to the agenda) 
 
A significant amount of work has been put into the Neighbourhood Plan.  Not only by 
the current Neighbourhood Plan Steering group (NPSG) but also its previous 
members and the work done on the Community Plan and the efforts to develop the 
NEWV plan.   
 
In recent years there have been very big changes in the way we all live - Covid and 
climate change have impacted on the way we look at the world and how we would 
like to see our village progress.  There have also been newcomers in the community 
who will have their own particular views which should also be taken into account.   
 
If a neighbourhood plan is to pass referendum it is crucial that a high degree of 
community consultation and buy-in is achieved. Covid hampered community 
involvement and excluded those who were less comfortable using Zoom or other on-
line approaches.  It was also a time when the population had priorities other than 
getting involved in neighbourhood planning.  There have not been any face-to-face 
consultations for nearly 3 years (October 2019).   
 
The forerunner of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Community Plan, provided a detailed 
picture of community aspirations but it was completed 7 years ago and was never 
formally adopted by the Parish Council.   The Housing Needs Survey was carried out 
in early 2018 and needs will have changed since then.  These have been put forward 
as the background for the Plan.  Many here feel that the questionnaire we completed 
in 2020 did not address all the questions people have asked.  In any event, much of 
the background information is going out of date.  Some of the community have said 
that the information sought was incomplete and interpretation lacked 
independence.  To produce a successful plan it is essential that the wider community 
accepts that independence and supports it.  Use of external consultants can go 
some way to ensuring independence.  
 
There remain differences of opinion on the community appetite for a plan and also 
the extent to which the purpose of a plan has been communicated to the 
community.    
 
There can be no positive forward movement if the relationship between the parish 
council and the existing NPSG subcommittee is not redefined and ‘healed'.  The 
parish council is the lead body in this process and that seems to have been lost in 
the blurring of responsibilities, in part because of the previous membership overlap 
and the lack of clarity of the roles of Parish Council delegates to the steering 
group.  It now seems like time to revisit the membership and role and relationships of 
the steering group. 
 
The parish council has funded most of this work through grants which included some 
(but not all) of the consultant’s fees.  There have been bills which the parish council 
has had to pick up.  Given our financial constraints and other priorities, it would seem 
that all future neighbourhood plan work must be grant funded.    
 
Chris Rickett 


