
 

 

Clyffe Pypard Parish Council- Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 18 May 2021 

At the Village Hall, Bushton 

 

Attendance 

 

 

Present: 

Ayhan Dawood 

Guy Rickett 

Marian Kent 

Tony Billington 

John Hughes 

Chris Stubbings 

 

Attending as Outgoing Chairman: 

Peter Gantlett 

 

Apologies: 

Chris Rickett 

 

Wiltshire Councillor Lyneham Division: 

Alison Bucknell 

 

Members of the public 

Approx: 10 present, 10 via Zoom 

 

 

1 Introductions 

Peter Gantlett, outgoing chair, welcomed the incoming new council and invited members to 

introduce themselves. 

 

2 Election of new chair 

Peter Gantlett invited nominations for the chair.  Guy Rickett nominated Ayhan Dawood.  

Marian Kent seconded.  Ayhan Dawood was elected unopposed and unanimously and duly 

appointed as chair and chaired the remainder of the meeting. The new chair read and 

signed his declarations of acceptance of office.  He thanked Peter Gantlett and the other 

out-going Parish Councillors for their past service. 

 

3 Election of vice-chair 

The Chair proposed to defer election of vice chair to next meeting. Agreed unanimously 

 

4 Declarations of acceptance of office 

The Council members present read and signed their declarations of acceptance of office. 

 

5 Appointment of acting temporary clerk 

Ayhan Dawood proposed that Guy Rickett act as temporary clerk.  Agreed unanimously 

 

6 Outstanding declaration 

Guy Rickett proposed that the Council agree to receive the declaration of acceptance of 

office from Councillor Chris Rickett at the next meeting.  Agreed unanimously  

 

7 Bank Signatories 

The Council discussed the transfer of the banking signatories to new members.  The Chair 

proposed that John Hughes continue as a bank signatory and that Tony Billington and 

himself should become additional new signatories.  Agreed unanimously.  Peter Gantlett 

and John Hughes agreed to sort out the necessary mandates and transfers of banking 

authority. Action Peter Gantlett and John Hughes 



 

 

 

8 Adjournment: 

The Chair invited comments from the public – no comments received. 

The Chair proposed that the remainder of the agenda be deferred to a later date to give the 

new council members time to consider the issues. Agreed unanimously  

 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Meeting Resumed 3 June 2020 

 

 

Attendance 

 

 

Ayhan Dawood (in the chair) 

Chris Stubbings 

Guy Rickett 

Chris Rickett  

Tony Billington 

Marian Kent 

John Hughes 

Tony Currivan for the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Approx. 6 members of the public 

 

Apologies none received 

 

 

 

 

9. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None received.  Ayhan Dawood 

reminded members that they should also remember to complete their public declarations of 

interest on the Wiltshire Council website.  

 

10. Minutes from 9 March Parish Council meeting.  

Marian Kent and John Hughes advised that these minutes were a were an accurate record.  

Minutes confirmed 

 

11. Minutes from 18 May Annual Parish Council meeting (first part) 

Minutes confirmed 

 

12. Declarations of acceptance of office 

Chris Rickett read and signed her declaration of her acceptance of office.   

 

13. Election of Vice chair  

Ayhan Dawood nominated Chris Rickett as vice-chair. Elected unopposed and unanimously 

 

14. Recruitment of clerk.  

Chris Rickett, Marian Kent and Chris Stubbings agreed to do the recruitment 

unanimous.  Ayhan Dawood agreed to be guided by the recommendation and have a chat 

with the proposed candidate. Action: Chris Rickett, Marian Kent and Chris Stubbings 



 

 

 

15. Roles and responsibilities.  

The Council discussed which members should take specific responsibility for a range of 

roles.  The following were agreed: 

 

a. Defibrillator:  Tony Billington 

b. Village Hall Management Committee: John Hughes and Marian Kent 

c. Emergency plan: Tony Billington 

d. Road salt supply: John Hughes.  Action: clerk to inform council 

e. Community Action Group on Transport: Tony Billington 

f. Police Liaison: John Hughes 

g. Website: Ayhan Dawood and Guy Rickett 

h. Area board: Tony Billington 

i. Parish steward liaison: John Hughes and Chris Stubbings 

j. Parish notice boards: Chris Rickett 

k. Goddard Arms Steering Group: none.  Action: Clerk to write to David Gagen and ask for 

update at the next meeting and whether they want a Parish Council representative 

l. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group:  John Hughes and Marian Kent 

m. Newsletter input: Chris Rickett. The Council agreed to seek to use the newsletter more 

to publicise the Parish Council activity and to encourage a suitable new editor to come 

forward 

 

Ayhan Dawood asked all the volunteers provide a guidance paragraph on the role for future 

representatives and for publicity and community guidance Action: All. 

 

16. Neighbourhood Plan update  

a. Tony Currivan promised to circulate a written report from the last year’s neighbourhood 

planning and described the main points. He emphasised: 

 

• Covid-19 restrictions had slowed progress 

• New terms of reference had been agreed and steering group members had now 

provided declarations of interests 

• Consultants (Planet) had been appointed 

• Planet was helping draft Vision and Objective documents, based on the responses to 

the questionnaire 

• Open days had been postponed until the new parish council had settled in.   

• Next steps will be subject to the support and direction of the parish council.  

• The steering group sought approval to circulate the draft Vision and Objectives.   

 

b. The Council discussed the process for seeking community input on the Vision and 

Objectives.   It also discussed the level of autonomy granted to the Steering Group 

without referring back to the Parish Council.  John Hughes commented that the process 

had worked well without a need to report back to seek approval of the Parish Council.  

Chris Rickett commented that in the past, when half the Parish Council members 

including its Chair were members of the Steering Group, seeking such approval was less 



 

 

necessary.  Tony Billington commented that the Steering Group had done good work in 

the past should be supported. 

 

c. Ayhan Dawood proposed that there was a need to get a better understanding of the 

vision and objectives, the next steps, the grants and the financial situation and resolved 

to hold an informal discussion with the steering group on this as soon as possible. This 

was agreed Action: Clerk. Tony Currivan agreed to send the Council the draft vision and 

objectives to inform the discussion.  He also agreed to ask Peter Gantlett for the formal 

finance material the Parish Council would need to fulfil its financial monitoring 

responsibilities. Action Tony Currivan. 

 

d. Ayhan Dawood agreed to speak to Planet to determine whether they needed to 

participate in the joint discussion. Action: Ayhan Dawood 

 

e. Ayhan Dawood thanked Tony Currivan for his report 

 

17. New councillors training.  

Ayhan Dawood proposed that the whole Parish Council membership take part in a joint 

training course from WALC at a cost of £200+VAT.  Approved unanimously. Ayhan Dawood 

agreed to set this up and look into whether economies could be found by doing this jointly 

with other parishes. Action Ayhan Dawood 

 

18. WALC subscription  

Ayhan Dawood proposed renewing the WALC annual subscription at £104.78 + VAT.  Agreed 

unanimously  

 

19. Audit 2020//21 

The Council noted that the Annual Governance statement, Annual Accounting Statement 

and the Certificate of exemption had been completed by the former clerk under the 

previous council.  The Council recognised that as mostly new members it had little 

knowledge or experience on which to scrutinise these documents and so accepted 

assurance from continuing members Marian Kent and John Hughes that the audit 

procedures had been executed in a proper way and approved their sign-off.   

 

20. Plan of Future work 

 

a. Ayhan Dawood suggested that the new council should make an early start in thinking 

about the things the parish residents needed.  He encouraged members to bring new 

ideas to the next meeting 

 

b. Chris Stubbings reported that he had been looking into setting up a scout group in the 

area and had been getting no input from the local scout association so far.  He was 

considering establishing an independent group if necessary.  He hoped to make it 

financially independent but might seek support in use of the village hall and perhaps 

from local landowners whose woodland properties might be useful for the activities.  He 

agreed to keep the council up to date on progress. 

 



 

 

21. Chairman’s  report 2020/21.  

Ayhan Dawood thanked Peter Gantlett in his absence for his report.  He noted that this was 

already published.  He proposed that he write to the outgoing councillors individually and 

thank them for their service on behalf of the while council. Agreed unanimously. Action: 

Ayhan Dawood 

 

22. Any Other Business 

 

a. CR proposed a regular series of Council surgeries to allow residents to discuss their 

problems, issues and ideas. And to find out what people want from the parish council.  

She felt that it was important to be a listening council.  She proposed that these be held 

in the Village hall, augmented by other ways that people might make contact for those 

less mobile or less able to attend a physical drop-in.  She also proposed that regular 

publicity be circulated to encourage participation.  The Council agreed to this 

unanimously in principle and Chris Rickett agreed to develop a detailed action plan. 

Action: Chris Rickett 

 

b. Tony Billington reported that there had been a rise in dog mess in the streets and foot 

paths and this had been widely noticed and commented upon.  He suggested that 

placing some dog waste bins in a couple of well-chosen sites might help reduce the 

problem. The council agreed that he should look into the practicalities for this and 

report back. Action: Tony Billington.   

 

c. The Council noted that some kissing gates had been acquired with a grant but the 

installation of these was incomplete.  John Hughes reported that the Broad Town gate 

had been installed and Anita Gantlett said that she thought that the Woodhill Park Farm 

gate had also been installed.  Ayhan Dawood reported that the remaining gates were 

currently stored at Manor Farm Clyffe Pypard.  Tony Currivan offered to approach the 

farm manager to find out what the plans were to install the remaining two gates and 

report back.  Action: Tony Currivan 

 

23. Public observations 

 

a. Chris Stubbings reported that the previous night there had been some suspicious activity 

in a field in Bushton where a vehicle had entered farm land after midnight and he had 

discovered dead fox Cubs in the morning.  Others present noted that shooting had been 

heard from the same field at that time.  John Hughes reported that the local police had 

recently publicised their interest in receiving reports of animal cruelty and rural crime 

and encouraged reporting this incident. The Council agreed to publicise the contacts for 

the relevant police officers Action Clerk. 

 

b. Ayhan Dawood noted that there were a number of mailing lists that were in use in the 

community and proposed that a joint one be produced for the purposes of 

communicating with the community on parish Council matters.  He agreed to look into 

these and find ways to do this with GDPR compliance. Action: Ayhan Dawood 

 



 

 

c. The Council noted advice from the outgoing chair that that the village hall 

representatives would also be formal trustees of the village hall.  It was agreed to 

discuss the implications of these roles at the next meeting.  at next meeting.  Action: 

Clerk 

 

24. Dates of future meetings 

Ayhan Dawood proposed that future meetings be held at 7p.m. in the village hall on the 

following dates:   5 August, 7 October, 2 December, 3 February 2022 and 7 April 2022 for 

the next Annual Meeting.  These were agreed. Action: Clerk. 

 

Meeting Closed at 20.58 

 

Decisions 

 

para Decision 

2 Ayhan Dawood elected chair 

5 Guy Rickett appointed temporary action clerk 

7 Ayhan Dawood, Tony Billington and John Hughes appointed bank signatories 

10 9th March 2021 Parish Council minutes confirmed 

13 Chris Rickett elected vice-chair 

14 Agreed to recruit a permanent clerk 

15 Agreed representatives and responsibilities  

16c Agreed to hold an informal discussion with the neighbourhood plan steering group 

17 Agreed to undertake Councillor training with WALC at cost of £200+VAT 

18 Approved £104.78+VAT for WALC subscription 

19 Approved and signed 2020/21 Annual Governance Statemen 

19 Approved and signed 2020/21 Annual Accounting Statement 

19 Approved and signed 2020/21 Certificate of Exemption 

24 Agreed dates of future meetings 

 

Actions:  

 

 

para Name(s) Action 

7 
Peter Gantlett & 

John Hughes 

sort out new bank mandates (complete) 

14 

Chris Rickett, 

Marian Kent & 

Chris Stubbings 

recruit new clerk 

15 All provide short guidance paragraphs on role and responsibilities 

15d Clerk Notify Wilts Council that John Hughes will be storing road salt 

15k Clerk Ask Goddard Arms Steering group for a report  

16c Clerk organise discussion with Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

16c Tony Currivan ask Peter Gantlett for Neighbourhood Plan finance material  

16d Ayhan Dawood speak to Planet 

17 Ayhan Dawood set up WALC Councillors’ training 



 

 

18 Ayhan Dawood pay WALC subscription 

21 Ayhan Dawood write to thank outgoing councillors 

22a Chris Rickett develop action plan for surgeries 

22b Tony Billington look into the practicalities for dog waste bins 

22c Tony Currivan ask Manor farm about progress with kissing gates installation 

23a Clerk publicise the contacts for the animal cruelty police officers 

23b Ayhan Dawood look into merging databases with GDPR compliance 

22c Clerk Raise village hall trusteeship at the next meeting 

24 Clerk Organise and publicise future meeting dates 

 

 


