
Clyffe Pypard Parish Council 

Proposal for exterior lighting for the Village Hall defibrillator box   

Issue 

When the defibrillator was required for a parishioner in cardiac arrest the person accessing the 

defibrillator box had some difficulty using the key lock in darkness. Although the Village Hall 

exterior lights were switched on, these cast a shadow over the face of the key lock. It is not 

believed that any delay in unlocking the box changed the outcome of the parishioner in this 

instance. However, we should learn from this experience and make improvements.  

Proposal  

When the defibrillator is required there will already be life threatening situation in the Parish and 

the person seeking to unlock the box is likely to be under considerable stress. A smart phone with a 

torch function or a personal torch should not be relied on under these circumstances and will, in 

any case, only leave the person with one free hand to deal with the lock and collect the 

defibrillator.  This proposal is to fit an external light which illuminates the face of the defibrillator 

box and key lock. 

The picture on the left shows the existing site and the image on the right shows a proposed light.                            

It is proposed that a solar powered option is not considered due to the reliability required for this 

type of installation. The light could be turned on with either a PIR unit (focused on a zone very close 

to the defibrillator box) or a weatherproof switch on the wall (possibly with a delay-off device). 

The light can be connected to the existing fused spur used for the defibrillator heating unit which is 

contained within surface mounted conduit inside the Village Hall. This is ‘non-notifiable work’ 
under Part P of the Building Regulations so can be carried out by a competent person without 

advising the relevant building control body. The additional circuit and components should be 

included in periodic electrical safety testing for the Village Hall. 

Costs (max estimates) 

Light  £60 Switch/delay-off   £20      Cabling, conduit and labour   FOC          Total £80 (incl vat) 

Ian Fraser   29 March 2022 


