
This month celebrates the Queen’s 70 years reign with the Platinum Jubilee. I 
remember her Silver Jubilee back in 1977 when I was 4 – I still have a photo of 
me at the Village Hall in Hinton Parva where I grew up, and the silver coin 
presented to all the children.

Now all these years later, I am privileged to have my children attend the 
celebrations this year and commemorate her incredible duty and service to this 
country – what a remarkable lady.  Happy Jubilee to everyone!

If you have any items for the Newsletter please send them to the address 
below.  Thank you to everyone for your contributions.
cpb.newsletter@gmail.com

Dates for the Diary

2nd June - Spring Bank Holiday BBQ CANCELLED
4th – 12th June - Churches’ Count on Nature
5th June - Jubilee Tea Party
11th June - Bloodfest Clayshoot
13th June - Book club
16th June - Women’s Institute Summer Supper
26th June - Patronal Festival Service 
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4th – 12th June – Churches’ Count on Nature 

We are joining churches up and down the country in the great 
‘Churches Count on Nature’ scheme.

The idea is that we record all the flora and fauna we can in our churchyard during the 
week 4-12 June. 

The records from all around the country will be collected together in a single database 
and will be used to determine how things are changing. It is very simple to take part. All 
we are asking you to do is to visit St Peter’s churchyard during that week and when you 
do, please take a moment to record the plants, animals and/or birds you see or hear.

There will be recording sheets in the church porch for this purpose or you can submit 
your records directly on an app (see https://irecord.org.uk/about for details). It doesn’t 
matter if it is only a dandelion or a wood pigeon (common names are fine) every little 
helps. It is only when we know what is there that we can demonstrate what new things 
have appeared or disappeared. 

For more information please go to the web at Churches Count on Nature –FAQs. We are 
also hoping to arrange a special event for children, but details have yet to be agreed so 
keep your eyes peeled for further information. Thank you for your help.

mailto:cpb.newsletter@gmail.com


5th June – Jubilee Tea Party

We are really looking forward to seeing folk on Sunday 5th June.  

If you are thinking of coming it would be helpful if you could let either Jill Maris, Dot 
Prictor or myself know so that tables and chairs can be prepared.  We would really like 
some help setting up and putting up bunting.  We have been loaned some bunting, but 
any more will be welcome.  

Let me know if you can support and I suggest we meet at 10am on Saturday morning.
Don’t forget to bring any memorabilia and photos as well as your picnic and any drinks 
(tea, coffee and squash will be provided).

The weather will dictate as to whether we will be inside or outside the hall.  We are 
hoping to show the London Pageant inside the hall for those that don’t want to miss it.

Let’s have fun and celebrate 70 years of the Queen!  Chat, enjoy yourselves and 
celebrate!  It is free!  It would be very helpful to know if you are coming and if you are 
bringing children.  We look forward to seeing as many residents as possible.

Any queries: Barbara Davis  07962 236678 or email: rjbjdavis@btinternet.com

SUNDAY 5th JUNE come to the Village Hall for the final 

celebration day of the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth 

II

Come with a picnic plus a few extras for sharing! 

Please park either at The Malthouse, Smith's Farm or on the rough 
grass car park or WALK!! Disabled access is through rear gate on 
Smiths Farm drive. 

Children's mayhem from 2:30 to 3pm – bring your bikes, 
scooters, push along toys to the tarmac area and have fun – no 
parked cars!!

From 3pm some organised games for children while we move 
tables and chairs out for everyone to sit outside – weather 
permitting!

There will be a large board for you to show any photos that you 
have found of the Coronation – wherever you were living – please 
label them – we have plenty of small velcro dots you can use to 
stick them up!  Or maybe your favourite photos from the reign of 
Her Majesty as not everyone was taking photos 70 years ago!

And a table for memorabilia… how many Coronation mugs will 
there be???

Music from the 50's will be playing! You might even want to sing-a-
long!
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11th June – Bloodfest Clay Pigeon Shoot

This June we will be holding a Clay Pigeon Shoot at Bupton Farm, 
SN49NP.  The day starts at 12pm and ends at 3pm.

The format is 50 shots at clays.  There are 5 stands with 10 shots in each.  We supply guns, 
cartridges, score cards and clays all for the price of £35.

You will need to pay a deposit of £15 or the full amount by the 27th May.  If only paying 
the deposit, the balance will need to be paid the day before score cards are handed out.  
Score cards will need to be shown to the guy on the stand before you shoot.

Bloodfest Party – This is the annual party supporting Severn Freewheelers Blood Bikes 
Charity.  These guys work for free outside of office hours delivering blood samples, breast 
milk, meds, medical notes and more in all weathers on BMW motorcycles.  We are hugely 
appreciated by the Swindon NHS as being a charity that saves them tens of thousands of 
pounds per year.

The party starts at 7pm until Midnight.

There is a burger van on site with good food available.  There is also a licenced bar who is 
donating 10% of profits to the charity so please no carry in alcohol.  This will be monitored 
and is not permitted.  

There will be 2 bands playing and an auction.  There is also a campsite available for those 
wishing to stay over.  

This is a free event for a wonderful evening in aid of a great charity and all I ask is you are 
kind enough to make a donation in to the cash buckets.  Please give what you can afford.

Contact Paul Prictor on 07825 326446 to book a clay pigeon slot and to find out more

Timetable:

7pm Start of the evening
7:30pm Lunatic Fringe Band, fantastic covers band
9pm Charity Auction Starts.  Lots include a day being driven around the Cotswolds 

in a convertible Bentley and a cream tea.  A hot air balloon ride for 2, a day 
deer stalking on a farm and many other items!

9:45pm Street Outlaws – playing some of their own music as well as covers

Bushton Plant Sale

Danielle Kirton is selling plants outside Manor House Farm, Bushton.  
Plants start from 50p with more plant varieties added weekly.  Come 
along and find garden favourites, and if you can, drop back the empty 
pots. Thank you



13th June - Bushton Book Club

In May, Bushton Bookclub met to talk about....well, many things but mostly.....”The 
Librarian” by Salley Vickers. We were pretty much in agreement that a promising idea 
had not produced the best novel it might.

We felt that although very many strands had been introduced, some particular to the 
setting of a small town not far from Swindon in the late 1950s, not all were developed 
properly and became unnecessary to the whole. The characters remained rather two-
dimensional and the shorter second part, set in the present, felt unconnected to the 
first.

However, there were some period features which older readers felt familiar with: having 
to go to a neighbour to use a telephone, date-stamping library books, using the bus to 
go anywhere at a distance, so that the story felt reasonably rooted in its setting.
The importance of access to books and reading, which was the author's main focus, 
came through in the opportunities afforded to the children in the story who benefited 
from the work of the librarian.

Our next book, to be discussed on Monday 13th June, is “Hamnet” by Maggie O'Farrell, 
and in July, it will be a brand new 'novel' by A.N. Wilson, a short version of the life of HM 
The Queen called “Lilibet” – very topical!

For details of books and meetings, please contact Sally Fox sally_fox@btinternet.com
New members welcome!

16th June - Bushton & Clyffe Pypard Women’s Institute

On May 19th, Richard Rickett talked about ‘A buzz in the garden’. His illustrated talk 
helped us find out fascinating facts about the bees themselves, how they organise their 
hives and how to keep them. It was an entertaining evening and we learnt a lot and 
some of us bought a jar of his organic honey made locally in Laycock.

Next month on Thursday 16th June we have our summer supper – fingers crossed for a 
fine, warm evening as it will be held outside in a beautiful member’s garden in Clyffe.
We have now returned to our full range of activities. If you would like to join us, we 
welcome new members, and offer a free try-out evening. We meet on the third 
Thursday of most months in the village hall at 7.15pm. 

Please contact: Jill Maris 07817 431556 or email jill.maris@btinternet.com for more 
details.

26th June – St Peter’s Church Services

On Sunday June 26th it will be our Patronal Festival Service as it will be the closest 
Sunday to St Peter’s Day on June 29th. There will be a Communion Service at 10.30 am.
There are services in the Churches in the Benefice at other times in June at which you will 
be most welcome. 
Dates and times for these can be found on the church notice boards or on 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/


Village History

Ian Fraser ian.h.fraser@btinternet.com

Big Thank you!

On 8th September 1941, No.29 Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS) of the RAF was 
formed at Clyffe Pypard.  The airfield was on the high ground surrounding Nebo Farm. 
There were some grass runways with the main buildings and hangers on the north of 
the site, some of which remain today.

There were four Dispersed 

Flight operations dotted 

around the perimeter of the 

airfield each of which had 

two Nissan huts and a toilet. 

This picture is D Flight 

dispersal which was in the 

north-west corner near 

Bupton. The picture was 

taken in June 1943 looking 

along the perimeter track 

towards Clyffe Pypard hill.

It wasn’t too difficult to line 

up the ‘Now’ picture as the 

perimeter track still remains 

with some distinctive circular 

features which appear on the 

original airfield plans. You 

can see these on satellite 

mapping.

You can just see my jeep 
along the farm track as close 
as I could get to where the 
fuel bowser was in 1943

Huge thanks to everyone who contributed to the Barn Sale at Thickthorn House.

Over £700 has been sent to the

British Red Cross's
Ukraine

Crisis Appeal
as a result of selling various items and preparing for

and paying by donations for refreshments.

Thanks to all who helped and all who came.

mailto:ian.h.fraser@btinternet.com


Nature News

One of the plants in flower in our verges at the moment is 
jack-by-the-hedge which, true to its name, is usually 
found in hedge bottoms. 

It can be up to two feet tall with heart shaped leaves and 
small white flowers each with four petals. The cross 
shaped arrangement of the petals tells us it is in the 
crucifer family, like wallflowers and cabbages. 

It is a biennial, i.e. it produces only leaves in its first year 
and flowers in the second, as do foxgloves and carrots.

Like most wild plants it has several other names (which is a reason why Latin names 
are useful) one of which is hedge garlic. This gives you another clue to its properties, 
its crushed leaves smell strongly of garlic.

Hedge garlic is quite different from wild garlic (aka ransoms). The latter can also be 
found in our verges at present and it also has white flowers, but they have six petals 
and the elliptical leaves look rather like lily-of-the-valley. 

Both jack-by-the-hedge and wild garlic can be used in salads or to make pesto and 
indeed, to judge by newspaper reports, this is becoming very fashionable. Gather the 
leaves by all means, but please don’t forget digging up wild plants is against the law.

Finally if you still think jack-by-the-hedge is a useless weed may I point out that it is 
food for the caterpillars of the beautiful orange tip butterfly. If you were on the 
wildlife walk around CP&B led by a Wiltshire Wildlife Trust member a couple of weeks 
ago you may remember he said that lady’s smock is the food plant of the orange tip 
which it is, but jack-by-the-hedge is equally important. 

Not only that, but orange tip caterpillars have evolved to look just like jack-by-the-
hedge seed pods (as in the picture) and thus evade potential predators. Quite 
amazing.

Plant Fair BIG Thank you

PLANT FAIR 2022
Thank You ! Thank You ! Thank You !

To more than 50 volunteers who helped before, during and after 
the event and for the 960 people who paid to come in (children 
were free) and for the 36 stall holders – you helped to raise just 
over £6,000 (after expenses paid out) for the St Peter's Church Roof 
Fund.

Please keep the date free – May 1st for Plant Fair 2023 !



September Produce Show

The Bushton & Clyffe Pypard WI will be holding their Produce Show

on Saturday 3rd September 2022 at 3pm

in the Village Hall, Bushton

All the usual classes will be there for you to take part in and more details will be 
available each month. Here are some more options to get you thinking and 
collecting:

Class L

• To celebrate the Jubilee - fill a box with items about the Jubilee. Please list 
and count them before you hand it in because this will be judged on the 
number of items and on the presentation. (The whole to be no larger than 
a shoebox i.e. 20cm/7½” x 32cm/13” x 12cm/4½”).

• a piece of jewellery made from recycled materials.

• a story in 6 words

• a collection of items to represent a musical – it’s up to you which one you 
choose, but this exhibit should be no bigger than 38cm/15” in width, 
depth or height.

•

• Or how about showing us your photos

Class K

• A photograph of Jubilee celebrations

• a photograph of an instrument or instruments

• a photograph that includes pattern

• a photograph to illustrate an exciting event or activity

• 2 photographs to illustrate town and country

•

When you finally print them, each photograph should be no larger than 18cm/7” x 
13cm/5” and then mounted on paper or card please.

And of course, there’s still time to plant some seeds or take those cuttings, so that 
your veg and flowers will be ready for our show!

Contact: Jill Maris jillmaris14@gmail.com for more information

mailto:jillmaris14@gmail.com


Marlborough Open Studies

Dear All,

I will be, once again, taking part in Marlborough Open Studios this 
year www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk
My Studio will be open for the first two weekends of July from 1100-1700 - everyone 
is very welcome. I will be showing a mix of paintings, prints and greetings 
cards. There are many fantastic artists taking part across the area, so do please visit 
the website and look out for brochures and signage going up over the next few 
weeks.

Look forward to seeing you
Simone
The Studio, Merrythatch, Bushton
simone@simonedawood.com

Notices & Ads

FREE TOYS!
We have a collection of 

second hand children’s toys to 
give away.  Good condition, 

suitable for 3years+

• Construction
• Space Playmobile set

• Cuddly Toys
• Crafts & Puzzles

If you’d like to come and view 
please give me a call:

Anthony: 07815 980670

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0bff0e21d5a4499aad6808da41b953c5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637894561615723787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=43SuQBPkBVNhhtZuukxzgNuOXS1kRuqX0tc6usD%2BPGg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:simone@simonedawood.com

