
Happy February from the Editors
With Christmas behind us, and a month in to 2022, we want to wish you a Happy February 
and our first newsletter of the New Year.   With the first Snowdrops out it feels very much 
like the long winter is gradually changing in to brighter days.   There’s been plenty of 
activity in the garden with birds aplenty – Spring is definitely in the air!  We are privileged 
to live here and witness  the abundance of nature all around us.

If you have any items for the Newsletter please send them to the address below.  Thank 
you to everyone for your contributions.
cpb.newsletter@gmail.com

Dates for the Diary

3rd, 10th & 24th February - Calligraphy Group
5th February - Pop Up Coffee Shop 10-12pm in the Village Hall

15th February - Bushton Bookclub
20th February - Village Walk & Light Lunch
6th March - Big Breakfast Village Hall
19th/20th March - St Peter’s Churchyard Clean Up
2nd May - Plant Fair

5th February – Pop Up Coffee Shop

3rd, 10th & 24th February – Calligraphy Group focusing on Art 
Deco Lettering
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Art 
Deco

The Calligraphy group are practising Art Deco lettering this term.  We have swapped 
our dip pens and ink for fine-liners and felt tips.

In a change to the usual pattern we will be meeting at the Village Hall on three 
Thursday mornings in February (3rd, 10th and 24th).  We are there from 10 o’clock to 12 
o’clock.

Do come and join us.

Contact Jan for more information (01249 890726 or jan_hargrave @yahoo.co)

POP UP COFFEE SHOP with JIGSAW and BOOK SWAP
Meet your friends and neighbours for a chat and enjoy a cuppa and home-made cakes !
Do you have any BOOKS or JIGSAWS that you no longer want ? Please do bring them 
along and browse those that others bring !
If you take a book or jigsaw then just put a donation into the box which will be sent to 
the Swindon Food Collective.
You can take any left over items home with you at the end or they can be given to 
charity.



15th February – Bushton Book Club

20th February – Village Walk & Lunch 

Over the years we have read some amazing books and it never surprises when yet 
another very different book has been chosen.

One such book was Mythos by Stephen Fry - so much to tell about Greek Mythology 
provided much interesting discussion with everyone feeling that they had learned 
something new at some stage during reading. It is a book that you can pick up, read a 
few chapters and then go back to it days later !

The next books are :
For discussion on 15th February at 2:30pm: Piranesi by Susannah Clarke, and then for 
March it will be Vesper Flights by Helen MacDonald - date yet to be chosen.

If you would like to join this friendly group, then please get in touch or if you have a 
book that you think you would like us to read and then discuss with you do let us 
know !

Barbara 07962 236678 rjbjdavis@btinternet.com

This was postponed during the festive holiday due to poor weather and underfoot 
conditions……so trying again !

Tony Currivan will lead the walk starting from the village hall at 11:30. Lunch ( home 
made soup, bread, cheese etc ) should be at 1pm.

Everyone is welcome to come for just the walk or just for the lunch or both!
We don’t want to leave the hall car park without you and we do want to have enough 
food prepared for lunch, so, please let me know if you intend coming by 18th 
February.

Also any dietary issues would be helpful. Bring your own drinks and glasses although 
tea and coffee will be provided. Cost £5 per person.

Barbara Davis 0796 223 6678 or rjbjdavis@btinternet.com

6th March – Big Breakfast

The very successful and incredibly delicious BIG BREAKFAST is back on the 6th March.
9:30-11:30am in the Village Hall.

Come along for a ‘Full English’ plus toast, tea and coffee prepared and served by the 
Bushton & Clyffe Pypard WI.

Price: £7 Adults, £3.50 for Children (5 to 11), £2 Under 5’s

No need to book, unless you’re a large party of 6+.

Please call Sally on 01249 891442



19/20th March – St Peter’s Churchyard Clean Up

Village Hall 101 Club 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed for 2022.

As it seems unlikely that all of the money will be in by the end of this month, the deadline 
has been extended to the end of February 2022.

WE will then go ahead and backdate the monthly draw  - winners can then be announced 
and your prize money delivered!

Please contact me if you’d like further details, everyone is welcome to join.

Barbara – 07962 236678 or rjbjdavis@btinternet.com

There will be 2 Churchyard Clean-up 
afternoons on:

Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th March 2022

Gardening tools and refreshments will be 
provided

(but if you could bring your own hand tools 
that would help)

Why not come along and help make the 
churchyard tidy

2nd May Bank Holiday Weekend – Plant Fair

The Plant Fair is BACK!

We are happy to announce that the very popular and much loved Bushton & Clyffe 
Pypard Plant Fair is to return this year.

All proceeds go to the very worth cause of the roof fund for our historic Church, St 
Peter’s.

There are many ways to help, so please do get involved:

• Plant seeds to sell plants on the village stall
• Support the small organising team by volunteering on the day:
• Teas, parking, stall holding

Come and join this great event – especially after 2 years of not being able to meet!

Please call Jane Angus on 07803 050834 or Barbara Davis on 01793 739017



February Issue Village History

In the last issue we looked at some old cottages in Clyffe Pypard so this time we head 
down the hill towards Bushton. As the road bends you pass Hollyhouse Farm: here’s a 
couple of pictures showing its transformation over the past 30 years. 

Now imagine coming into Bushton just before the First World War and you might 
have seen local grocer Benjamin Smith on his deliveries. 

He went on to become sub post 
master living in the Post Office at 
Bushton, but does anyone know 
where this picture is taken?
It’s outside the cottage of F.Davis
the Bootmaker.

If you do know, please contact 
me so I can do the ‘Now’ picture.

Ian Fraser ian.h.fraser@btinternet.com

Bushton Fish & Chip Van

If you like to tuck in to tasty Fish & Chips then you’ll be delighted to know that the 
Fish & Chip Van is back and will be parked outside the Village Hall between 5pm –
8pm on the following dates.

Thursday 17th Feb
Thursday 3rd March
Thursday 17th March
Thursday 7th April
Thursday 21st April

Please come along and either get a takeaway or stop & have a chat outside the 
hall while you eat.



Women’s Institute February Letter

Pop Up Pub – a word of thanks

Since the last newsletter, the WI has been busy!

• At our stall at the December pop-up coffee shop, we sold preserves. 
• At our December meeting we enjoyed Christmas drinks and delicious nibbles while 

making table decorations from natural materials.  Members supplied monumental 
amounts of greenery and foliage from their gardens, and we all took home 
something splendid to decorate our own home.

• At our New Year Dinner on 15th January, spouses and friends joined us at a catered 
evening meal and a pleasant time was had by all.  (Thanks must go to the hall 
committee for making it such a clean and welcoming place to hold such events.)

• At the January monthly meeting, we learnt how researching for a novel influences 
the shape of the plot from author Simon Fairfax, who writes thrillers set in the 
modern financial world, and in medieval times.  

We also voted on the resolutions the National Federation of WIs has put forward for 
2022.  Every year, the WI debates and decides upon a social issue of importance to bring 
to the notice of the government and is often very influential in changing or deciding on 
legislation.  So, we do have a voice in the wider world.  These ideas are aired at local 
branches, then finally at the national AGM in June.

We soon plan for the next Big Breakfast on Sunday 6th March and in the meantime look 
forward to our February meeting on Thursday 17th: we will be bringing our own 
scrapbooks & photo albums to share with the usual refreshments, business and social 
time.

Coming up:
Thursday 17th February – Sharing Memories – 7.15pm
Sunday 6th March – Big Breakfast, 9.30 - 11.30am
Thursday 17th March – AGM – 7.15pm

Please get in touch if you would like to join us.
All in the Clyffe Pypard and Bushton Village Hall

Please contact Sally Fox 01249 891442
sally_fox@btinternet.com

for details

A BIG thankyou to everyone who came to the Pop Up Pup on Saturday 29th January.
It was lovely to see so many people together in a social situation, chatting, laughing and 
enjoying traditional pub games. 

We have learned that we need to amend some of our plans but overall from the 
responses I have had I think we should do similar events in the future.

Particular thanks to the wonderful team I worked with on this enterprise and to the New 
Inn Winterbourne Monkton without whom this would not be possible.
Lynn Withey



A message from Alison Bucknell, Wiltshire Councillor for Lyneham Divison

I can’t believe that it is nearly the end of January 2022, where does the time go? I hope 
you have all had a good start to the year and are making cautious plans as Covid Plan B 
restrictions are lifted. I know a lot of people are still quite nervous about this and I also 
found going into a crowded place quite daunting so I shall not be rushing into anything 
and will keep testing regularly, but do feel that we need to adapt to living with this 
dreadful virus as part of our daily life for the foreseeable future. 

A few things to update you on …
Wiltshire Council has reviewed the routes 
taken to collect your residual (general) waste. 
The new routes will save the Council money 
and will also reduce the overall journeys 
taken which will help towards our carbon 
reduction targets.

Not every house in Wiltshire is affected but 
around 95% are. I don’t know yet what the 
new collection days will be, but all residents 
will be written to during February with the 
new collection date, and the changes take 
effect from 28th February.

This does not apply to recycling (blue lid and 
black box collections) which will stay on the 
same day as currently and assisted collections 
should be unaffected.  Collections will still be 
fortnightly.

Parish Council By-Election – February 17th

2022

There will be a by-election to fill 2 vacant 
seats on the Parish Council.

Three candidates have been nominated and 
you can vote for UP TO TWO of these 
candidates. Voting will take place in the Village Hall from 

0700 – 2200. The count will take place the 
same night.

Any elector has the right to vote by post for 
any election. If you are not a regular postal 
voter, you can still apply but New Postal Vote 
Applications have to be with Wiltshire 
Council by 5:00 pm Wednesday 2 February 
2022

Full details can be found on the 
Wiltshire Council website 
https://elections.wiltshire.gov.uk
/Home/Division/6766

Worried about paying bills or neighbours who might need a bit of help ?

There are various schemes in place which might be of interest, do please get in touch 
and I will point you in the right direction.

Allison

allison.bucknell@wiltshire.gov.uk
01793 854421 / 07976 891377



On Saving the Ark – a word from the Reverend Rachma Abbott

Red and yellow and pink and green, purple and orange and blue. 

I found myself singing the rainbow today because the readings at morning prayer were 
the story of Noah and his ark. The small group of us that meet for Zoom prayer mused 
on the beauty and horror of the story. The horror of the destruction of the swelling 
waters, something very vivid to those who had seen similar images from Tonga. The 
beauty and delight in the images of all the rich biodiversity of creatures. Both the 
obviously useful and beautiful and the wriggling squiggling creatures that swarm and 
squirm. 

Our musing moved to seed banks and the challenge for us all to act to preserve and 
sustain our planet in all its amazing variety and the way that in the face of such an 
enormous task we can falter in courage and commitment. 

As a person of faith I found something very tender in the image of Noah and all his 
companions human and animal being shut into the ark by God and floating on the face 
of the waters rather than tossed by the turbulent and terrible storm. Thanks to the 
wisdom and companionship of my friends in prayer I left encouraged to continue to do 
my little bit to lead a life that seeks to save rather than destroy and to delight and enjoy 
the beauty of the world around us and to celebrate those who ensure that seed banks, 
places and their creatures are preserved and sustained. 

The story of Noah and his ark is familiar to many people and has it roots in the Epic of 
Gilgamesh. Those who met that story in the bitterness of exile to a strange land 
adopted this story  and reinterpreted it, in the light of their encounter with the living 
God. It is one of the few bible stories I can think of that is found in many picture books 
and toys going back generations and still enjoyed today. 

Perhaps in this season where spring may not yet have warmed us to optimism it can 
offer us both hope and promise of rescue and safety in the work of sustaining and 
delighting in an earth richly populated with earthworms, ants, lizards, cattle and horses 
and people doing their little bit together to sustain both hope and harbour. 

St Peter’s Church Cleaning

Saint Peter’s Church CP

Would you be willing to put your name down 
on the Cleaning Rota for St Peters.  Cleaning 
duties will only happen once per month for 
about 1 hour (or less if enough are on the 

rota)

If you are willing to help please contact:

Kerry Gagen on : 
davidkerrygagen@yahoo.co.uk


