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Forward 

About our community 

Tucked away in North Wiltshire and nestled against the ancient hangings at Clyffe, is a cluster of 

pretty hamlets we call our community - The Barton, Bupton, Bushton, Clyffe Pypard (parish of Clyffe 

Pypard) and beyond the parish boundary, Thickthorn and Preston (part of the adjacent parish of 

Lyneham & Bradenstoke). We enjoy strong links with all neighbouring villages but for the purpose of 

completing a community survey, only data from the parish has been included here. Clyffe Pypard 

most likely derives its name from the ancient English word 'cleeve' meaning cliff and Pypard from a 

13th century resident Richard Pipard. The parish is enclosed by farm land which is mainly used for 

dairy farming and grazing together with some agricultural crop farming. 

The most striking topographical feature of Clyffe Pypard parish is the north-west facing chalk 

escarpment, which stretches right across the parish, dividing the clay vale to the north from the 

lower chalk below the Marlborough Downs to the south. The community is situated approximately 

5 miles north-west of Avebury (World Heritage Site), approximately 10 miles west of the Georgian 

market town of Marlborough and about 6 miles east of Royal Wootton Bassett. 

Currently the community has two pubs (one in Bushton and the other in Clyffe Pypard), a Village 

Hall situated in Bushton and a Grade 1 listed church in Clyffe Pypard. The nearest shop is located at 

Lyneham or Broad Hinton (or further afield in Royal Wootton Bassett and Marlborough). The 

nearest primary schools are located at Broad Town and Broad Hinton and secondary schools located 

in Royal Wootton Bassett. A dial-up taxis service is available between the parish and Royal Wootton 

Bassett.  

 Community Data 

According to the 2011 census for Clyffe Pypard parish, there are 120 households and approx 290 

people (45 Children, 190 Adults of working age and 55 Adults aged 65+). 

Who took part in the Community Survey 

Due to the geographic spread of the parish, the Steering Group decided to survey all households 

and businesses in the area and provided a paper copy to everyone who wanted one. The parish area 

was sub-divided into smaller area codes (not post codes) so that the data could be analysed by 

specific geographic area or street. It was hoped that this would highlight any specific issues in an 

area and make further investigation or resolution easier to target; to date this has proved useful. 

 As you can see from the table below, there are varying rates of success in terms of participating 

households, area code by area code, but overall 71% of households took part.  
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Introduction 

A. How the plan evolved 

B. What are the positive changes people want to see 

C. What does our future hold? 

1. Making our roads safe for everyone to use (Traffic  & Road Safety) 

2. Sustainable housing development in the right places (Land Use & Built Environment) 

3. Protecting our heritage and setting 

4. Supporting the community with infrastructure improvements 

5. Supporting the community with general improvements – making the most of what we have 

 

1. Making our roads safe for everyone to use  

1.1 Overview  

1.2 Issues 

1.3 Objectives and policies 

1.4 Tasks  

1.5 References 

2. Sustainable housing development  

2.1 Housing in the right places 

2.1.1 Overview 

2.1.2 Issues 

2.1.3 Objectives & Policies 

2.1.4 Tasks 

2.1.5 References 

2.2 A housing mix to suit all the ages and needs of the local people 

2.2.1 Overview 

2.2.2 Issues 

2.2.3 Objectives and policies 

2.2.4 Tasks 

2.2.5 References 

3. Protecting our heritage and setting 

3.1 Overview 

3.2 Issues 

3.3 Aims Objectives and policies 

3.4 Tasks 

3.5 References 

4. Supporting the community with infrastructure improvements 

4.1 Overview 

4.2 Issues 

4.3 Aims Objectives and policies 

4.4 Tasks  

4.5 References 

 

5. Supporting the community with general improvements – making the most of what we have 

5.1 Overview 
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5.2 Issues 

5.3 Objectives and policies 

5.4 Tasks 

5.5 References 

 

6. Monitoring and Review 
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Introduction 

The purpose of our community plan was to be able to identify the various needs and issues facing residents 

and businesses within our community and work to find appropriate solutions.  

The goal was to engage as many residents in the process of unearthing, understanding and analysing the 

many issues we face on a day to day, month by month and year on year basis and to work together to find 

good solutions so that we would be able to improve the safety, health and wellbeing of this rural 

community whilst maintaining the integrity of our environment and all that we value here in the parish of 

Clyffe Pypard. This process has also enabled us to participate in the Neighbourhood planning process 

concerned with land use and the built environment.  

Given this unique opportunity to work with neighbouring parishes, we have been able to identify common 

themes across the neighbourhood area and give weight to joint concerns such as the appropriate use of land 

for development as well as tackle the issue and community impact of high-speed traffic through our local 

villages, especially those without pavements. 

Moreover we have been able to agree an overarching policy against which all other policies must comply so 

that we can avoid the dysfunctional ‘trade’ of one policy area over another e.g. argument for environmental 

consideration ‘traded’ for housing or resident’s safety ‘traded’ for compliance with outmoded transport 

policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The overarching New V Neighbourhood Plan Principle 

To protect and enhance the individual, separate identity of the many historic rural 

settlements within its area. The beauty and intrinsic value of the countryside should be 

protected and the gradual erosion of the separation between villages within the 

neighbourhood plan area and Swindon should be prevented.  

Development should be managed and located to avoid coalescence with Swindon and 

neighbouring villages and to enable improvements in road safety and introduce reduced 

traffic speeds both within and between villages to protect the rural character of country 

lanes. 

It is important to protect the safety, health and wellbeing of these rural communities 

whilst maintaining the quality of life of this living environment 
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So what makes up a community?  

We used this definition of community to understand the interdependencies and realationships between one 

problem or issue with another. In attempting to problem solve and find good solutions we also used this 

definition to be mindful of how one resolution in one area might lead to unwanted consequences in another. 
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A. How the plan evolved 
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B. What are the positive changes people want to see 

At the first community meeting in September 2012, participants were asked to state what they wanted 

to see in 10 year’s time. The mind map 1 below is a summary of the points made which were used as 

the basis for further information gathering using the individual survey. 

Map 1 

 

However, at the end of the survey, respondents were asked to comment on 3 things that would make a positive 

difference to living in the community; here are some of the responses. Map 2 below 
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This mind map illustrates ‘our vision of what we value’ overlaid with the data results from the adult survey. We used this information to develop subject areas for 

improvement workshops
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1. Making our roads safe for everyone to use (Traffic  & Road Safety) 

 

The parish is made up of 5 small residential areas - The Barton, 

Bupton (Lower and Upper), Bushton, Clyffe Pypard and a small 

area adjacent to the Thornhill Area.  Each of these areas is 

connected by open countryside and a network of village roads 

crossing north- south and east-west with three small lanes 

connecting groups of houses. Only one road has laid one small 

stretch of pavement.  

 

One of the key attributes of a vibrant community is the ability of its residents to interact freely with one 

another, unencumbered and without the need to use a car or make prior arrangements. The geographic 

spread of homes throughout the Parish makes this aspect of communication and interaction and 

therefore engagement more challenging. The location of the village hall for example is relatively central 

in geographic terms but being able to reach the hall on foot, on foot paths separated from traffic, from 

any area in the parish is impossible. In areas where there are small clusters of houses, adhoc interaction 

is probably more common but in areas where houses are more spread out or adjacent to busy key roads 

(through roads to other villages or town), this adhoc interaction is not only impossible but potentially 

‘life-threatening’.  This is illustrated more clearly in the analysis of the data. 

 

When residents were asked how safe do you feel using our roads, only 11% indicated that they felt 

unsafe.  

     

However, when asked to score as a pedestrian, the figure changes dramatically – 61% indicated that they 

felt unsafe as pedestrians; of which 29% felt very unsafe. As cyclists 43% felt unsafe compared with only 

10% who felt safe. 

 

3%
9%

51%

26%

11%

How safe do you feel using our roads? 

1 Very Unsafe 2 Unsafe 3 Neither safe or unsafe 4 Safe 5 Very safe

29%

31%

24%

14%

2%

How safe do you feel using our roads as a pedestrian ?

1 Very Unsafe 2 Unsafe 3 Neither safe or unsafe 4 Safe 5 Very safe
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We concluded that this dramatic change in results could be attributed to the vulnerability of non-car 

users, the volume of through traffic, variable speed on parish roads, the size of some vehicles as well as 

the specific typography of the Parish. Fortunately we can use the ‘sub-code’ data to tell us more about 

the problem areas and help us target solutions more effectively. 

 

1.1 Overview  

At a planning workshop, residents were asked to comment on a series of statements regarding road 

safety with some surprising results.  

 

1.2 Issues 
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1.3 Aims & Objectives  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives are to, 

 

• Introduce at least one quiet street in the Parish for walkers riders and cyclists within the life of 

the plan 

• Work with landowners to maintain and improve path and bridleways as an alternative route for 

non-car users 

• Encourage a reduction in the number of car journeys and lessen dependency on car ownership 

for local events 

• Direct traffic from special events to minimise unwanted contact with walkers, riders and cyclists 

• Divert traffic away from parish during road closures 

• Provide dedicated pathways and cycle routes to the key amenities in the Parish – Village Hall in 

Bushton and Church in Clyffe 

  

Aim:  

To make the roads safer for everyone to 

use. 

To permit safe and unencumbered 

movement for pedestrians, riders and 

cyclists throughout the community and to 

amenities within the parish 

 

Policy 3 – All Proposals for development (not 

only within the parish but also adjoining 

parishes and towns) must demonstrate how 

road safety, traffic and transport implications of 

the proposal have been fully evaluated and 

negative impacts mitigated where necessary.  

The use of sustainable modes of transport 

(walking, cycling and public transport) are 

expected to be promoted through development, 

and contributions to dedicated pedestrian/cycle 

routes and additional bus services with 

associated infrastructure will be sought where 

appropriate. 

Policy 6 – All residents can reach a community 

building safely 

 

Policy 1 - Implement speed reductions 

throughout the Parish  

Policy 5 - Maintain at least one ‘quiet-street’ in 

the parish  

Policy 4 - Maintain and improve the network of 

parish paths and bridleways  

Policy 2 - Implement traffic calming measures in 

targeted areas but at least at the four entry 

points into the Parish. 
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• Develop a strategy for traffic calming, reduction of speed limits, enforcement  

o Reduce speed limit throughout parish  and targeted areas for even lower limits where 

there are high risks of accidents e.g. z bends 

o Create ‘speed-watch group to enforce  (existing and new) speed limits throughout parish 

o Introduce traffic calming measures to slow drivers entering at all 4 points in the parish – 

part of a package of traffic calming measures; Identify and reduce the volume of 

speeding traffic in the parish by introducing traffic calming measures and speed 

enforcement where possible. 

o Provide appropriate signage for all road users to warn of hazards 

o Educate locals on issues and how to lesson adverse impact 

 

1.4 Tasks  

� Engage Transport Groups, Agencies and Voluntary Organisations to implement 

o Speed Enforcement 

o Speed restriction 

o Community Speed watch 

o Traffic Calming options  

o Introduction of New Cycle and Pathways 

o Introduction of Quiet Street policy 

 

� Work with residents and business to develop & implement initiatives and prevent accidents  

 

� Look to establish a monitoring project to understand nature and volume of through traffic and how 

this changes over the next 8 years 
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main for development within existing land and buildings, mainly small groups of houses i.e. less than 

5 houses.    

 

 

2.1.2 Issues 

Due to the lack of public transport, local amenities and in 

some areas lack of utilities (mains sewerage) there is 

limited scope for further development in the parish.  In 

particular more information would have to be gathered 

to understand the current needs of ‘downsizers’ and 

residents needing ‘affordable’ homes, who come from 

and want to stay in the parish.  

However there are other considerations and issues 

relating to housing development including, mitigating 

against the negative impacts – potentially spoiling the 

natural environment and the village ‘look and feel’, the potential increase in speeding and volume of 

traffic on existing roads (without pavements) as well as the need to strengthen community 

infrastructure such as maintaining local public transport links, introducing 4G broadband and connecting 

mains sewerage in areas where this is not currently available. 
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2.1.3 Aims & Objectives  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aim:  To provide suitable housing to meet 

the identified needs of the community 

Encourage some small-scale housing 

development in existing built-up areas 

(including redevelopment of existing 

buildings) that meet the identified needs of 

the local community and are ‘in keeping’ 

with the immediate building vernacular and 

surrounding natural environment.   

Policy 7 –Permit small scale housing 

development provided it meets an identified 

housing need within the community  

Policy 8 – Development proposals must 

support the community’s aims and objectives 

for protection of our heritage and setting, 

sustainable housing development (access to 

utilities) as well as other policies for safer 

roads. 

Policy 9 –Ensure that permanent 

signage/markings are ‘in keeping’ with the 

building vernacular and environment 

Policy 10 – All proposed development must be 

evaluated against obscuring or obstructing 

designated ‘community views’ and Planning 

inspectorate visual criteria 
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Objectives are to: 

• Maintain the villages ‘look and feel’ and ensure that any proposed development does not 

adversely impact the existing community, residents and natural environment that we value. 

• Ensure that signage throughout the village is appropriate and ‘in keeping’ with heritage and 

setting 

• Encourage screening of new but ugly farm buildings and make this part of planning permission.  

• Discourage use of external lighting that pollutes the night sky and make this part of planning 

permission 

• Ensure sufficient access to sewerage systems are in place to support the development 

• Protect wildlife and countryside from over expansion of development – housing or farming 

expansion - and maintain footpaths and stiles through countryside (including signage) and access 

to them. 

• Create a pedestrian network (soft landscape) of non-vehicle paths from new development areas 

to and from key buildings in the parish - church and village hall.  

• Deliver the housing aims and objectives in line with all policies relating to sustainable housing 

development and safer roads. 

• Designate particular areas as ‘special value to the community’ e.g. sites of special interest, open 

space, sites for sports/recreational value sites of nature conservation value   

 

2.1.4 Tasks 

� Photograph records of ‘areas important to the community’  

 

 

2.1.5 References 

Safer Roads Policy and Protection of our heritage and setting Policy 

Neighbourhood Plan; Wiltshire Core Strategy 

 

2.2  A housing mix to suit all the ages and needs of the local people 

2.2.1 Overview 

The housing stock is mainly large family detached accommodation, much of it has been extended and 

adapted over time. There is a small proportion of single storey, semi-detached and ex farming property 

across the parish including two small developments of low-cost, housing association social housing. In 
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Objectives are to 

• Protect the natural environment from over development of business and housing development 

• Adheres to the policies and conditions  identified in the Community & Neighbourhood Plan  

• Develop an ongoing, dynamic and open screening of accommodation needs in the community  

 

2.2.4 Tasks 

 

� Clarify the process/system for checking housing needs in the community and who should oversee 

this process 

� Maintain an up-to-date inventory of housing stock in the area 

� Allow sufficient time to ensure that the community is properly consulted on any proposals by 

inviting developers and residents to discuss proposals at community meetings. 

  

References 

Safer Roads Policy 

Protection of our heritage and setting policy 

Housing in the right location policy 

Wiltshire Core Strategy 

Neighbourhood Plan 
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3 Protecting our heritage and setting 

  

3.1 Overview 

 

The parish is set within a rural landscape, made up of series of 

small hamlets within and adjacent to its parish boundaries. The 

hamlets are surrounded by open countryside and connected by 

rolling farmland. The parish is situated approximately 5 miles east 

of Lyneham & Royal Wotton Bassett, 9 miles west of Marlborough 

Town and approximately 12 miles south of Swindon. Village roads 

connect north-south and east-west through the parish and there 

is much anecdotal evidence of ‘rush–hour’ traffic using our local 

roads. As there are no street lights or very little light pollution 

from towns, residents currently enjoy uninterrupted and detailed 

astronomical night skies.  

 

 A small conservation area exists from the ancient hangings and part of the area around the north of 

Wood Street including the church. There are two particularly ancient woods – Cleeve Wood and 

Stanmore Copse - and evidence of ancient settlements dating back to the Neolithic through to Saxon 

times.  

'Many springs and streams rise from just above the foot of the escarpment. One of these, running 

north-westwards through the parish, joins with other small streams to form the Brinkworth Brook, a 

headwater of the Bristol Avon. The area has always been well wooded. There were extensive 

stretches of woodland at the time of Domesday and the scattered pattern of settlement is no doubt 

partly due to the way in which clearance progressed. The two largest woods in the parish in 1968 

were Cleeve Wood in the north and Stanmore Copse in the south. Archaeological finds, such as 

arrowheads, coins, jewellery, and skeletons, are evidence of a period of early settlement, extending 

from Neolithic to Pagan-Saxon times. Little evidence of prehistoric settlement has been found, 

although an axe, thought to date from the Neolithic period or the Bronze Age, was found on Broad 

Town Hill. 

At the foot of the escarpment, at Woodhill and Bupton, numerous mounds and earthworks are 

possibly of medieval date.  The nucleus of the village of Clyffe Pypard lies immediately beneath the 

steep, thickly-wooded slope of the escarpment and forms a small, rather picturesque group of 

buildings. Besides the parish church with manor-house and vicarage closely adjoining on either side, 

there are a few thatched, timber-framed cottages, and the 'Goddard Arms'. This stands on the site of 

an earlier public house of the same name, burnt down in 1961. The village school (now residential) 

lies a little to the west and beyond this is a group of terraced council houses, built after the Second 

World War'. 

There are no fewer than 13 references to 'Clive' in the Domesday Survey of Wiltshire, but it has not 

been established precisely how many relate to estates situated in Clyffe Pypard. After 1066 this may 

have been held by William FitzOsbern, Earl of Hereford, and may have passed to William's son Roger, 

Earl of Hereford, who forfeited his lands in 1074. By 1086 Gilbert de Breteuil certainly held the estate, 

which may be identified with the later main manor of CLYFFE PYPARD, of the king. At the time of the 

Domesday Survey Ansfrid held 11 hides of the estate of Gilbert.  
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The survey analysis showed that there is very strong 

evidence that residents value where they live and in 

particular want to protect the surrounding landmarks, 

heritage and overall setting; 

• 87% of respondents said it was important to protect 

our rural landscape.  

• 79% of respondents said it was important to protect 

our heritage 

• 83% of respondents said it was important to have 

access to wildlife and protect our landmarks 

• 85% of respondents said it was important that they 

lived in a rural setting 

 

 

In the free text areas, respondents indicated how they loved the tranquillity, peace and quiet, the beauty of 

the landscape, the views and open spaces. This is evidenced by a staggering 89% of respondents indicating 

that it was important to have access to the countryside, 83% of respondents indicating that it was important 

to have access to wildlife and 87% indicating that it was important to have open spaces where they lived.  

Results: Importance of living in a rural location  
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3.2 Issues 

There are increasing pressures – direct and indirect – that may adversely impact on our rural 

landscape both day and night.  

� Increase in local road traffic - Increasing national pressure to accommodate more housing and 

the corresponding increase in local residential vehicles using local roads  

� Increase in traffic from surrounding neighbouring development in other areas - likely increase 

in residential traffic from surrounding development areas in neighbouring towns and villages 

(residents travelling to and from work, using local connecting routes as a means of avoiding 

congested road junction bottlenecks e.g. Swindon, M4 Jnc 16. Jnc 15, Chippenham, Calne, Royal 

Wotton Bassett).  

� Increasing interest in Solar & wind energy installations – increase in the development and 

installation of alternative sources of energy.  

� Increase in unsightly farm building and potential light and noise pollution – from an increase in 

intense farming practices i.e. Increase in artificial lighting, increase in the number of agricultural 

barns and noise from extended work activities, increase in the number of large agricultural 

vehicles using local roads 

� Impact of tourism (increased volume of traffic, visitors and noise)– created to improve 

fundraising for local buildings such as St. Peter’s church, Village Hall and sustain local businesses 

e.g. Pubs  

 

3.3 Aims, Objectives and Policies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives 

Policy 12 – Protect the environment - 

landscape and residents – from all forms of 

harmful pollution to the environment 

(including night sky) caused through excessive 

residential, club or businesses activity 

Aim to: Protect local landscape, landmarks 

(including night sky) and heritage buildings for 

all current and future generations to enjoy, 

working in harmony with the natural 

geography, landscape, flora and fauna. 

Policy 13 – Monitor, investigate, report and 

take action on incidents relating to nuisance 

behaviour e.g. fly-tipping, excessive light 

pollution, bonfires, noise, pollution, wilful 

damage to property and landscape, flora and 

fauna.  Prosecute repeat offenders where 

appropriate 

Policy 14 – Ensure good stewardship of the 

countryside including  

1.  maintenance of verges and hedgerows 

for wildlife and safe public transit,  

2. Appropriate maintenance of  ditches 

and drains  
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• Work actively within the community to raise awareness about  

o our local heritage and how to protest it, including the landscape and local environment 

o the adverse impact of nuisance activities on the environment, landscape and community 

e.g. damage to buildings or environment, fly-tipping, dog fouling, uncontrolled dogs, 

excessive use of bonfires, excessive noise, ground, air or light pollution, event traffic. 

o the countryside code (include dog control and dog fouling) 

• Develop reporting mechanism to monitor incidents of anti-social behaviour e.g. fly tipping and other 

nuisance behaviour 

• Initiate and support the implementation of a neighbourhood watch programme where it is needed 

 

3.4 Tasks 

� Clarify reporting of incidents e.g. Fly tipping, Light pollution etc and how this can be done 

� Engage with landowners to  

o maintain existing access to footpaths and bridleways so more people can access rural 

landscape  

o restrict access to areas of land known to be used by fly-tippers 

o maintain hedgerows and verges in accordance with good environmental stewardship 

(i.e. for bio-diversity and improved habitat) 

� Engage with local organisers and governing bodies to minimise damage caused by increased 

traffic and tourism at events– parking, access, litter, noise etc. 

� Engage with residents and visiting public on appropriate behaviour  

� Engage with businesses to manage customer litter 

� Consider installation of litter bins at key ‘stopping’ points in parish (Bushton Road – RWB) 

� Engage with transport group and traffic safety groups to understand and divert non residential 

traffic away from parish during maintenance periods. Provide feedback on effectiveness and 

impact on parish roads  

� (with residents) Identify areas of importance and maintain visual record for future protection 

� Educate locals on local heritage, rural issues and setting so this can be sustained for the future. 

 

3.5 References 

See also Policy on Traffic and Road Safety; Land use and the built environment.  
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4 Supporting the community with infrastructure improvements  

4.1. Overview 

Although our local landscape provides a magnificent backdrop to 

where we live, each of the residential settlements are separated by 

rolling landscape and country lanes; which can be very fast roads at 

times. This geographic separation can pose a whole host of 

challenges in bringing people together  - physical access, 

communication, social interaction, access to basic shops,  amenities 

and services -  as well as difficulties in establishing and maintaining 

these links; meeting everyone’s needs, at every age, in each 

geographic area. This involves dedicated time and resources as well 

as a clear and purposeful intention to include as many people, from 

as many areas, to as many different events, in as many different 

ways as possible to develop and sustain community cohesion.  

4.2  Issues 

Principally the survey highlighted issues relating to  

Public Transport to Hospital  

Few people knew or used the service but of those who did use the service indicated that they were very 

reliant. This evidence appears not to be age related 

Health Services 

17% of respondents indicated some difficulty in accessing a local NHS Dentist 

Broadband Services 

Nearly 40% of respondents considered their broadband provision unsatisfactory. Home working is 

restricted and in cases where there are basic broadband services, this would further restrict access to 

many new on-line services e.g. video streaming, downloads  

Gritting and maintenance of local roads  

73% of respondents indicated their dissatisfaction with the way our roads are maintained 

59% of respondents indicated their dissatisfaction with road gritting services. Data suggest that 

respondents living in Bushton (Main Road, Withy Bed, Shop Road) and Wood Street, Clyffe Pypard were 

the most dissatisfied with this service 

 

4.3 Aims, Objectives and Policies 

 

 

 

 

Aim:  To ensure that ‘vital’ services are 

available to all those who need them.  

Ensure these service are available, maintained 

and where possible targeted and improved for 

all 

Policy 15 – Protect ‘vital’ services for the 

community 

Monitor service provision and report 

shortfalls/gaps during the life of the plan.   
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Objectives 

• Work with residents, neighbouring parishes , local agencies, WCC and businesses to identify gaps or  

‘shortages’ in services and ensure they are co-ordinated across the parish 

• Work with  residents, local agencies and business to improve access to services within the parish 

including advertising and targeting these services more effectively 

4.4 Tasks 

� Understand the key ‘vital ‘ services to be protected 

� Monitor and report on changing needs within the community during the life of the plan 

� Develop links with neighbouring parishes and agencies that deliver key services 

� Work with WCC to feedback shortfalls in strategic services 

 

4.4 References 

 

Wiltshire Core Strategy 

Highways Services 

Local Area Health Authority Service Plan 
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5. Supporting the community with general improvements – making the most of what we have 

5.1 Overview 

Generally the community is strong with 66% of respondents indicating that they felt part of the community 

but the results for this vary from area to area and age to age. Underlying this may be issues relating to the 

disparate nature of our residential settlements across the Parish and the lack of physical networks (e.g. 

pathways) between one settlement and another, a potential lack of age-related activity in the parish as well 

as a sense of either not wanting to, or feeling part of, the community.  

The graph below illustrates the number of respondents (virtical axis Y) and their age group (horizontal axis X) 

scoring ‘ how important is it to you that you feel part of the community – 1 being very unimportant and 5 

being very important 

How important is it to you that you feel part of the community? 

 

 

This is contrasted by the results of Q38 (Do you feel part of the community?) by the same age groups 
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5.2 There are Issues that we need to improve on and these fall into the following categories 

Fragmented communication networks 

� Disparate residential settlements 

o Residential settlements are spread across a wide geographic area, intersected by busy 

roads which makes informal chatting with neighbours less likely 

o There is no geographic ‘centre’ to the parish; the Village Hall is based in Bushton and the 

Church in Wood Street, Clyffe Pypard 

o Informal and formal communication is hampered by fast roads and the lack of 

pavements between settlements; a car journey is often necessary to get together. 

o Connecting to the network of groups may also  be hampered by access,  physical 

distance and a feeling of not being included as part of the Parish  

� Poor Internet services 

40% of respondents indicated that they were dissatisfied with their internet services. Formal 

communication is via email but there are several homes without access to the internet and those 

that do have internet complain of poor services.  

� develop effective, stable and affordable internet services 

Attracting the right types of activities for all age groups 

36 respondents said they had not attended an activity in the parish in the last 12 months and only 18 said 

they had attended most. Interestingly however 78% of respondents said they did not want to join a social 

club. 

� Attract a variety of activities into the parish that appeal to all age groups  i.e. type, time, access, cost 

Public Houses as community assets 

There are two public houses in the community. 83% of respondents indicated dissatisfaction with the existing 

provision which will have been exacerbated by the recent closure of one at Bushton. 

� Support Public Houses as family venues, providing a range of public services including a farm shop/ 

Post office 

� Encourage community involvement in improving local public houses and if appropriate community 

involvement in the purchase and running of a community asset 

Raising awareness about our heritage, landmarks and community buildings 

• The Church 

Only 38%of respondents indicated that they were satisfied with the maintenance of St Peter’s building. 

As a Grade 1 building with aspects of the building dating back to an early Saxon settlement, the cost of 

maintenance is particularly high. Interestingly there are area differences in the response to the survey 

suggesting that one area considers this building less important than others. 

• The Village Hall 

59% of respondents indicated that it was important to have access to a Village Hall and commented that 

they needed to be looked after. On the whole 55% of respondents were satisfied with the maintenance 

of the hall but also identified that some improvements in facilities would be needed to be attractive to 

hire. However there are area differences in the response suggesting that one area considers this 

building less important than other areas 

• The Ancient Hangings 

41% of respondents indicated that it was important to have access to the ancient hangings, an ancient 

landscape running along the ridge at Clyffe Pypard. 
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5.3 Aims, Objectives and Policies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives 

• Actively work with individuals, agencies, providers and other groups to  

o create local clubs, social networks and activities that appeal to all age-groups in the parish  

o improve the maintenance and renewal of facilities within our local public buildings 

o provide an Emergency Plan for the parish in order to prevent or minimise the risk of injury or 

harm to residents, their homes,  livelihoods and the wider environment in the event of  a disaster 

e.g. Flood, Landslip, Explosions, Fire etc 

o build and maintain an effective communication for the community 

• Create and financially support a team of basic first aid volunteers to work within the community 

• Initiate a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within the parish or specific targeted area(s) 

 

  

1. Build a safe, healthy and inclusive 

community where everyone can take part and 

feel part of the community where they live 

 

2. Encourage the utilisation of public buildings 

for all to use 

 

Policy 20 – Keep every household and 

business informed about community news 

and decisions that affect them 

 

Policy 16 – Promote effective community 

engagement  

Policy 18 – Co-ordinate the Emergency Plan 

for the Parish 

  

Policy 17 –Support other groups e.g. PCC and 

Village Hall Committees, to maintain, renew 

and improve the public buildings and facilities 

within the Parish 

Policy 19 – Support the development of 

community-owned enterprise where this aims 

to meet the needs of the community 

3. Support an effective community-led 

communication strategy that reaches all 

areas, households and ages within the 

community.   
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6. Monitoring and Review 

 

� Review the progress of tasks and objectives against the timescales  

� The effectiveness of the objectives against the policies  

� The policies delivering solutions against the community needs  

� Identification of new and emerging needs within this and future planning cycles 

6.1 Aims Objectives and Policies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives 

• Develop a SMART implementation plan  

• Agree priority areas for improvement and the resources required to achieve the outcome 

• Develop an implementation team with allocated responsibilities for performance/subject reporting 

• Agree reporting intervals   

• Ensure learning is put into action 

• Learn what works and brings about sustainable results 

 

 

Aim: Achieve our overall aims within agreed 

timescale and within the life of the plan wherever 

possible. 

Learn what works  

Policy 21 - Monitor, review and report on 

progress against expectations throughout the 

planning cycle 

Monitor and review that 

• agreed action against expected 

outcomes 

• outcomes deliver aims 

• policy supports aims 

• reporting data required 

• changes to the plan aims, objective or 

policies are recorded and reviewed as 

part of this policy 

 


